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Felon Disenfranchisement and the Rights to Equal Suffrage
Introduction
The United States is one of the countries in a modern democracy that prevents the inmates from voting, across the country, states imposing different felony disenfranchisement policies that prevent an estimated 6.1 million of Americans from casting ballots (Kelley, 2015). The objective of this paper is to understand the topic of felon disfranchisement and right of suffrage for felons and ex-felons. Felon disfranchisement is the practice of restraining the voting rights of people convicted of felon-crimes (Larson, & Uggen, 2017).  Suffrage is the right or chance to vote. When the law of felon disfranchisement passed in America, the main aim was to prevent people who have committed crimes from participating in voting. 
However different people have different views about this law. Some people are in support of it while others are not. The people who are in favor of the law of felon disfranchisement argues that the people who have involved in criminal activities are a threat to the society and thus should not be allowed to take part in making any critical decision in the community or the country at large. Loss of a person's rights to vote is one of the many consequences of criminal conviction (Larson, & Uggen, 2017). Disfranchisement is categorized into three regimes. The first regime is on the felons who are still inmates, the second regime is on criminals on their time as inmates, and when there are parolees, the third regime is on criminals when they are inmates, parolees and when they are on probation.
To get a better understanding of this topic this research paper is going to have a literature review and methods of data collection of the study. In the literature review, the paper will focus on the theory of philosophers view on the concept of felon disfranchisement, and also on the relationship between felon disfranchisement and other factors such as racism. The research has some research questions and hypothesis to these research questions. I am also going to evaluate the methods of data collection that will help answer the research questions.
Literature Review
Political theory
Different political theorists have a different opinion on the law of felon disfranchisement. Proponents of these laws argue that these laws have strong support based on democratic theory. These theorists find strong support in enlightenment and social contract philosophers, for example in commenting on early United State felon disfranchisement laws, George Brooks says that these laws rested on concepts of John Locke who stated that those who break the social contract should not be allowed to participate in the process of making the rules of the society (Carter, 2015). 
The philosopher John Locke in his argument he stated that the corrupt or the people involved in criminal activities are the ones responsible for threatening the law of nature. A second philosopher whose claims are in support of the felon disenfranchisement laws is Charles Montesquieu. Charles stated that to protect the freedom of the people in society; then the criminals should be removed from the community.
The literature of political theorist demonstrates that enlightenment and social contact's theorist infected by gender and racial prejudices common to their times (Carter, 2015). The prejudices made the theorist change their view or opinion on the dignity of people and their freedom, and they ended up having a negative impression on people who were not Western European.  
 Racial Threat Theory
 A detailed theory that can be used to explain the policies made in the justice department in the United States is the racial threat theory. The racial theory proposes that racialization occurs when whites use their power to implement state-control over the minorities (Van den Bergh, 2016). 
A racial threat in a political arena is potentially devastating to existing relations of power, but the extent of suffrage aims to bring together both the authorities in the ballot box, that is the minority and the majority (Behrens, Uggen, & Manza, 2003). The concept of racial threat is related to felon disfranchisement. Racial threat theory has an assumption that an increase in the population of the minority group in the society can make the majority group who have the dominant power to use more control in the aim of protecting their interest. The policies of felon disfranchisement give a test on the notion that for the majority to have control of the minority they have to do it by the social control aspect. The extent or level of not allowing felons to vote can be related to how large or small the minority in the society are. 
Research questions
1. Are racism and felon disfranchisement intertwined
2. What is the impact of felon disfranchisement on recidivism
3. Should criminals and ex-criminals have the rights to vote
The hypothesis to research questions
Hypothesis 1: Racism is, and felon disenfranchisement are related
Hypothesis 2: Felon disfranchisement influences the rate of recidivism
Hypothesis 3: Felons and ex-felons should have the right to vote
Methodology
The data to be used in analyzing the research questions will be secondary data. The secondary data will be from the reports by the Federal Bureau of Justice. The Federal Bureau of Justice publishes a report on the number of convicts in prison based on factors such as their race.  The Bureau publishes the report on the number of ex-convicts who have committed a crime again. The report goes into details of the race of the ex-convicts involved in recidivism. By utilizing this report by the Federal Bureau of Justice, it will help to answer the research questions.
Voter file data 
Voter files are available, and they contain databases that give demographic information and turnout history for all registered voters in a state (Meredith, & Morse, 2015). The files provide detailed information about all the people who are registered to vote. Information such as the full name, date of birth, age, and address of voters is in the voter files. By using the information provided on these files, I will check whether any ex-criminal has been registered to vote.
Turn out and voter choice
In the analysis of the number of turnouts in voting, I will use the secondary data that is from the Current Population Survey in the United States. The Current Population is a survey conducted on a monthly bias on the individuals of the United States. The study administered by the Census  Bureau, and it is about political participation of all members of the household, that is whether a felony or not. This data will help in analyzing the number of cases of felons released out of prison, but they still have no rights to vote.
Having collected the data on the number of felons denied their rights to vote, and also the ex-felons who have not been granted their rights to vote, I will analyze on the relationship between the dependent variable and the indecent variable in the research. Felon disenfranchisement is the dependent variable while the freedom or right to vote is one of the independents' variables.
Survey questions
1. Should felons who are still in prisons be permitted to vote?
2. What is a felon?
3. What is a felony?
4. What are other rights do felonies get prevented?
5. Should felons who are on probation be granted their voting rights back?
6. Does felon disenfranchisement have any negative impact on the country elections?
7. Does felon disenfranchisement have any positive impact on the country elections?
8. Is it rights for felons to get their rights to vote immediately they are out of prison?
9. Is it rights for the felons to pay the fines that are related to their conviction for them to gain their right to vote back?
10. What is the impact of felon disenfranchisement on recidivism?
11. Are the laws in felony disfranchisement a way to encourage racism?
12. What does the constitution say concerning the issue of felon disenfranchisement?
13. What is in Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act?
14. Can the laws in section 2 of the Voting rights act apply in the laws of felon disenfranchisement?
15. How do the laws of felon disenfranchisements vary in each state in the United States?
16. Who are felons likely to vote for?
17. Are felons likely to vote for Democrats more?
18. Are felons likely to vote for Republicans more?
19. Is voting a privilege?
20. Is voting a right?
21. Are felons supposed to lose their rights to vote due to society lack of trust in them?
22. Are felons supposed to lose their rights to vote per the justice system?
23. Do the felons gain justification in the argument of no taxation without representation?
24. How do the laws of Felon Disenfranchisement in the US contrast or compare with the regulations in other countries?
25. For the felons who are on probation, are they still serving their time in prison?
26. What gender is likely to be under the laws of felon disenfranchisement?
27. Is felon disenfranchisement a basis for the race?
28. Which age bracket is likely to be under the laws of felon disenfranchisement?
29. Does the level of education of citizens help in understanding the concept of felon disenfranchisement?
30. Does demographic location play a role in the implementation of the laws of felon disenfranchisement?
Conclusion
The objective of this research paper is to understand the topic of felon disenfranchisement. The research is conducted to get a better view of what felon disenfranchisement is. By having the research questions, it will be easy to know if denying the felons their rights to vote is right or wrong. It will also help to know if the convicts should be granted their rights to vote once they are out of prison. This research paper through the research questions will help the reader to gain more knowledge on the topic of study.
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